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Dear Friends, 

UMCOR hosted two update calls yesterday afternoon and evening with the Disaster Response 

Coordinators from all the affected conferences and Puerto Rico. (As some of you may know, 

the church in Puerto Rico is not United Methodist, but the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico 

and UMCOR has been working alongside of their Bishop and those with UMCOR training.) 

 We know that The United Methodist Church – thanks to all of you volunteers -, through its 

connectional system, is working with all the disasters’ local agencies and organizations as part 

of the relief and long-term recovery effort and will continue until the clean-up and rebuild are 

finished.  See updates below. 

I will continue to post all updates for our recovery efforts on our website, through direct e-mail, 

on Facebook, and through the UM Catalyst. Our website will have information regarding 

donations, trainings, and future team development and deployment under the Mission & 

Ministry tab (choose Disaster Response page on the right). 

Speaking of donations, so far, New England Conference churches have donated $ 96,891.69, 

not counting any funds donated directly to UMCOR; plus last week, Rev. John Blackadar 

delivered almost $66,000 worth of relief supply kits and buckets to Mission Central in PA.  

Keep up the good work!  We know this recovery will be long and expensive, so your donations 

really make a difference!  Use Advance #901670 to donate today. 

In the early-October update, I shared that our first individual volunteer, Raymond Anderson 

from Maine, and the conference’s first ERT team (Bill Wong – team leader, Tim Murphy, Pat 

Coulter from the Worcester and Upton, MA areas, and I) had just returned from work in 

Rockport, Texas, where the eye of Hurricane Harvey hit, as well as in other nearby 

  

http://www.neumc.org/!LFbOPw9Qyjw+JMWW6kPkb808ZlJfIJAFnxm-vFglKiSrDf0VlAyaduY3rsp5nEwK0


communities. 

New Teams Forming:  We do have a team in the Rhode Island/SE MA area looking at 

potentially going to Florida Dec 9-16th (other dates will be considered, depending on the 

availability of team members), so please contact Jill Peters at Kaedonce@msn.com if you are 

interested.  Other teams are forming now, so if you would like to volunteer, please contact 

me.  

Funds to Support Disaster Response Teams: If you are forming a team, please keep me in 

your planning loop, as some New England disaster funds to support teams on the ground may 

be available to teams led by trained ERTs and UMVIM team leaders. 

Please remember that this will be a long recovery. As members of the NEAC Disaster 

Response and Volunteers in Mission (VIM) communities, these are the kinds of things that we 

train and prepare for. New training dates and sites are being posted soon, so check our 

website frequently for updates. 

Please read the following updates, check for further updates on our website, and pass on this 

information to others. 

ERT and VIM Updates 

Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands (US Territories) 

This is still a government-controlled situation.  They are in emergency relief phase and it is still 

NOT appropriate for volunteers to deploy.  We will update you as this situation changes.  

UMCOR released an initial $10,000 grant to Puerto Rico quickly and has just approved 

another $100,000 grant, as well as engaging a private shipper and working to ensure that 

warehouse space and a distribution network is set up to get containers of supplies (including 

7,000 cleaning buckets, 32,000 hygiene kits, 26,000 solar-powered lights, 2,000 powering 

devices and a container of water) to the island, as requested by the Bishop of the Methodist 

Church of Puerto Rico – it is frustrating that coordinating the shipments isn’t happening faster 

and UMCOR is not alone in these challenges.  

UMCOR is in the process of coordinating a plan with the island’s Methodist response group for 

deploying assessment and ERT teams.  The island’s Methodist officials are directing this effort 

and UMCOR is very respectful of their leadership – making sure there are clear objectives, 

careful use of limited resources and a coordination mechanism that takes into account 

translation needs in place before allowing teams to deploy.  This will not be a mission for the 

faint of heart or health! 

  

The Methodist Church representative working out of Florida with communications to the island 

mailto:Kaedonce@msn.com
http://www.neumc.org/!wpfGcWKcwfAyT44Wirc7GRrPYBlCeJqZKaKEm5J2c7ueXoVomtGgg3v9vVcOVMuLM


5-6 times per day, because communication in Puerto Rico is the biggest challenge right now, 

told us on the call that more than 250,000 homes were affected (100,000 of those completely 

demolished), electricity is on mainly in hospitals and shopping centers, but the power goes on 

& off frequently.  Looting has not been a problem.  Communications is a huge issue – they 

must rely on person-to-person information relay, so the church has set up 5 distribution 

centers across the island and says most of the help is coming from faith-based groups, like 

UMCOR.  Rural churches pick up supplies from the distribution centers and transport them to 

more rural areas.  Five churches are providing a hot meal once a day.  They report that people 

who have lost everything are still praising God in their churches!  Pray for the churches, as of 

the 100 churches, 25 suffered severe damage. 

  

In St. Croix, US Virgin Islands, there is no electricity and communication is almost non-existent 

(yesterday was the first time UMCOR was able to receive a call), so response is slow. Airports 

and the post office have just re-opened.  UMCOR doesn’t know specifically what they need 

yet, but reports getting requests for school kits, so there are signs of hope. 

  

Florida 

The Florida Annual Conference reports that they have over 2.5 million FEMA registrations and 

registration is open until Nov 9th, so FEMA says their systems are strained and they are having 

trouble getting reports out of the system, so recovery infrastructure is very fragile.  They have 

15,000 in temporary housing now and 289,000 who qualify.  The conference is focusing on 

underserved rural areas and report that a particularly vulnerable population is migrant workers 

who may not have anything to pick until December, so have little income.  

  

They need teams right away (in Naples, Marco Island, the Florida Keys, Tampa 

Bay/Clearwater/St. Pete, Daytona & St. Augustine areas) and housing will mainly be in 

churches.  The GA Conference and the Alabama-FL Conference are offering respite layovers 

for those who are driving down.  Let me know if any teams are interested in this offer. 

  

All volunteers will be accepted, regardless of ERT training (untrained volunteers may be asked 

to handle donations management, take calls or do other office work).  Individuals and teams 

are encouraged to register and should expect to be deployed in the southern part of the state. 

Texas                                                                                     

The Texas Annual Conference (Houston and north Gulf Coast) is still finding communities 

where the damage has not been assessed.  Volunteers should be over age 18, Safe 

Sanctuaries certified, and at least one member of the team should be ERT trained. 

  

Rio Texas 

The Rio Texas Conference (Rockport & south Gulf Coast area) are taking ERTs for 
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approximately halfway thru their ERT work orders and other response groups are starting to 

pull out of the affected areas.  There are two different registration links, so make sure you use 

the right one!  The conference has just hired a recovery director, working on hiring 

construction coordinators and case managers and will begin to accept reservations for Long-

Term Recovery teams.  They are setting up 2 permanent volunteer villages.  Right now they 

are deploying teams from Victoria and Scinton, TX and advise teams to fly into Austin or San 

Antonio.   Additionally, they are looking for individuals who would be willing to volunteer for 

longer periods of time with site management and volunteer coordination.  Contact Eugene 

Hileman (aehileman@riotexas.org) if you can help with this ministry. 

Louisiana 

The Louisiana Conference is mostly finished with muck-outs from Hurricane Harvey and are 

still working with 17 Long-Term Recovery Groups on the 2016 flood damage, but with no 

federal disaster declaration, they are particularly dependent on volunteers and donations. 

  

California Wildfires 

Fires in the Sonoma-Napa areas are 70-90 percent contained, but not all evacuation orders 

have been lifted.  The conference is waiting until all fires are contained to assess damage, but 

their bishop and disaster response coordinator (DRC) have visited all affected areas.  Long-

term recovery groups are still forming and spiritual care will be a strong need.  The DRC 

reports that since so little is left in most areas, local governments will be clearing debris.  

Some of the UMCOR grant will be used for transitional housing. 

It is not always easy to wait, but it takes time to put the right processes in place so that we can 

meet needs in ways that truly help. Please pray that God will show us how to be part of His 

provision, in His time. 

More Funds will be Needed to Respond! 

Funds raised through the Advance for US Disaster Response since the beginning of this 

hurricane season are being granted to all affected conferences.  These funds are being 

distributed to the response efforts for Harvey, Irma, and Maria, as well as the wildfires in the 

West.  Use Advance #901670 to donate today. 

With thanks & blessings in your ministry to bring a caring Christian presence and hope to 

survivors, 

Barbara Burnside, Conference Disaster Response & Mission Coordinator 

baburnside@neumc.org 
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Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust, 

we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world. 

 

 
 

 


