
June 21, 2020      Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

Thought for the Week 
... the will of God for your life is pretty straightforward:  

Be holy like Jesus, by the power of the Spirit, for the glory of God. 
—Kevin DeYoung (1977–  ) 

 
Gathering and Welcome 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

*Call to Worship (adapted from Ministry Matters) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Come, let us bow down before God, and glorify God’s holy name. 
God is great and does wondrous things; all honor and glory is due our God. 

*Opening Prayer  
Lord, you alone are our God, and we will worship no one and nothing else. 
Thank you for all the good things you have done for us and all your people. 
Receive our praise, hear our petitions, and prepare us for service; through 
Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 

Confession  
Holy God, we come before you to confess that we have sinned. We have 
failed to do what you call us to do, and we have acted in disobedience to 
your will. You alone know the magnitude of our failings, and we regret the 
consequences of our misdeeds. Forgive us, we pray. In your mercy, and by 
your grace restore us and show us again the way we should go. Strengthen 
us, and encourage us; in Jesus’ name.  (silent prayer)  

Assurance of Forgiveness  
Hear the Good News! God’s grace is greater than all our sins! Believe the Good 
News! In Jesus’ name we are forgiven! 

Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 
Loving God, thank you for your creation, for the gift of your son, for your 
everlasting presence. May all that we do before you express gratitude—the 
prayers that we offer, the words that we share, the songs in our hearts, 
and even these gifts that we now make to share the Good News of your son, 
our savior, Jesus Christ. May even these gifts be a gesture of “losing our 
lives” for your sake. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Old Testament Lesson Genesis 21:8-21 
Gospel Lesson Matthew 10:34-39 
Epistle Lesson Romans 6:1b-11 

Message Dead to Sin, Alive to God 

An Order of Farewell to a Pastor (UM Book of Worship) 
I thank you, the members and friends of Harwich United Methodist Church, 
for the love and support you have shown me while I have ministered among you. 

I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted. 
I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. 
As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. 

We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you now 
leave to minister elsewhere. We express our gratitude for your time among 
us. We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes. Your influence on our faith 
and faithfulness will not leave with your departure. 

I accept your gratitude and forgiveness, and I forgive you, trusting that our 
time together and our parting are pleasing to God. I release you from turning to 
me and depending on me. I encourage your continuing ministry here and will pray 
for you and for your new pastor. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, whose steadfast love for us is from everlasting to everlasting, 
we give you thanks for cherished memories and commend one another into 



your care as we move in new directions. Keep us one in your love forever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Communion 

Sending Forth  

*Singing  “God Be With You”       #672 
 God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you,  

        with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
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