
November 8, 2020      Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Thoughts for the Week 

“Your life changes the moment you make a new, congruent, and committed decision.”  

—Tony Robbins 

“Life is about choices. Some we regret; some we’re proud of. Some will haunt us 

forever. The message: we are what we chose to be.” —Graham Brown 

 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 

 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

*Call to Worship    

L: Leader: We get ourselves so caught up in the hectic world around us. O Lord, be with 

each of us as we gather this day for worship.   

[spoken with simple piano accompaniment #2128] 

L: Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead. 

P: Find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed. 

L: Clear the chaos and the clutter 

P: Clear our eyes that we can see 

ALL: All the things that really matter. Be at peace and simply be. AMEN.                                   
 

Opening Prayer 

Your love has brought us together, O Lord, and it is your love that sustains us 

through each day.  We pray that you would keep us faithful. Even as we watch 

for signs of your kingdom, strengthen us to work with you to bring about, here 

and now, your reign on earth. Give us the courage to witness to your presence in 

the world, today, tomorrow, and into the future. We pray in the name of the One 

who comes, Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

Confession and Pardon 

God of Mystery, we want to stay awake and be ready for your surprises, but we 

are tired and overcome with the usual routine. We want to wait patiently for the 

fulfillment of your kingdom, but we are frustrated by our need for immediate 

gratification. We want to believe your promises from ancient days, but we are  

overwhelmed with postmodern doubts. Come to us again, O God.  Awaken us with 

your unexpected grace. Shock us with your daring mercy.  Lift us up from 

lethargy and set our feet on your path once more.  (Prayer continues in silence.) 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Responsorial Psalm 78:1-7 

L:  Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 

P:  I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 

L:  things that we have heard and known, that our forebears have told us.  

P: We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the Lord, the might and wonders God has done.  

L:  He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he 

commanded our ancestors to teach their children,; 

P:  that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and rise 

up and tell them to their children, 

All: so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, 

but keep his commandments. 

 

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 
 

Scripture Reading:  Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God    

Response:  Thanks be to God 
 

Message           “Your Answer, Please”       The Rev Dr Dianne ES Carpenter 
 

Reflection Music                          I Have Decided to Follow Jesus               

                          

~~Response to the Word~~ 
Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

https://www.success.com/article/rohn-if-you-change-yourself-you-can-change-your-life
https://www.success.com/article/rohn-we-all-have-2-choices-in-life


Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 

Blessing upon blessing has been given to us, O Lord, from your great bounty. Now 

we return these gifts to you. Bless these gifts and the lives that they represent 

and cause them to work for you in this world which you have loaned to us. In 

Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

 

~~The Church Goes Forth~~ 
Benediction 

 “God Be With You”               

 God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you,  

        with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. 

 

Liturgist: Nick Dillmann 

  

 

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 

 

November 15, 2020: Scripture Passages  

Judges 4:1–7; Psalm 123 or Ps 76; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11; Matthew 25:14–30 
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Calendar 

Monday, November 9: SPRC Pre-Charge Conference at 7pm via ZOOM 

Codes etc 

Thursday, November 12: Charge Conference at 7pm via ZOOM 

Codes etc. 

Sunday, November 22: Dress A-Live-Doll donations due 

 

 

 
  

Standing In the Need of Prayer 

Grieving friends and families of Andrea Kluthe, Sharon Chatham’s cousin, and Jason 

Chase, Dolores Chase’s nephew;  

John and Sharon Chatham, Bette Drewes, and Hilda Remer, who are moving;  

Continued prayers for: Jason Narkon, Dan Carrol, Dan and Lil Murphy, Jackie Winne, 

Declan Smith, Bette Drewes, Sharon Drewes, Cynthia Norton, Don Howell, Jane 

Schneeloch; Drew Mielke, Liz McClintock, Bruce Zeller, Ruth Crocker, Sandra & Mark 

Loefler, Michael Chatham, Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt, Fred Buess, Bob Maloney; 

The increasing spread of COVID-19; 

The victims of wildfires in California and Colorado;             

Those who work for justice and mercy; 

Pastor Dianne Carpenter and HUMC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


