
December 6, 2020      Advent 2 
 

Thought for the Week 

“The people flocked in crowds to him, being stirred by his addresses. King Herod 

Antipas, fearing lest the great influence John had over the people might be used by 

him to raise a rebellion, sent him to the fortress of Macherus as a prisoner, and had 

him put to death.”  Josephus 

 ~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

*Call to Worship    

L: What have you come to see? 

P: We have come to see the Light. 

L: The light of hope is here for you. 

P: God’s hope shines through our darkness. 

L: Come, worship the Lord of Light and Hope! 

P: Praise God for the breaking of light into our lives. Amen  

Music                                 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope    
Reader 1: In a world of where so many despair, God lights a candle of hope in  

      our hearts.  We wait together for a Saviour, who will be  

      Immanuel, Christ the Lord.  Hear the word of the Lord: 

Reader 2: By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 

              O God of our salvation; you are the hope of all the ends of the       

             earth and of the farthest seas.                             

Music                                  Hope of the World  

Opening prayer 
Lord of Darkness and of Light, come to us this day in the midst of our growing 

darkness bringing the light of hope to our lives. Keep our hearts and minds alert to  
your presence. Give peace to our stressed spirits. In this season of Advent, prepare us 

to greet the One who will lift our burdens and change our lives forever. Amen. 

 

Confession and Pardon 
L: God of love and kindness, you have promised to renew our lives, to be with us in a new 

heaven and new earth— a realm where steadfast love and faithfulness 

embrace forever. 

P: We are afraid of your promised coming. 

We cling to rules we understand: the rules of privilege and power. 

L: We are afraid of a world of true justice and peace, afraid that you will change the 

way things have always been. 

P: As we wait for you to live among us, we confess our unwillingness to see 

that you have always been here. 
 

Assurance of Pardon     
In God’s love and mercy, we are given each new day for the healing of the world. 

In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

L: Lord, you showed favor to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

P: you forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin. 

L: Let  me hear what God will speak, for the Lord will speak peace to his people, to his 

faithful, to those who turn to the Lord in their hearts. 

P: Surely salvation is at hand for those who fear the Lord, that glory may dwell in 

our land. 

L: Steadfast love and faithfulness wil meet; rightwousness and peace will kiss each 

other. 

P: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and rightwoudness will look down 

from the sky. 

L: The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 

P: Righteousness will go before the Lord, and make God’s footsteps a way. 

 

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 
 

Scripture Reading    Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

Reader The Word of God for the People of God    

Response:  Thanks be to God 



 

Message                   The Street Sweeper       Pastor Dianne Carpenter 
 

Music                       Prepare the Way of the Lord  

                                

~~Response to the Word~~ 
 

Unison Prayer from the Hymnal   
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way of our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity, 

and may await with joy the coming in glory of Jesus Crist our Redeemer; who lives 

and regins with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 

Giver of the most precious Gift of all, we return to you this day our thanks 

represented in these gifts and in the lives of all these dear people. Bless 

these gifts and all these people that they may be lights of your love in our 

dark world. Amen.. 

 

~~The Church Goes Forth~~ 

Benediction  
 

“God Be With You”            (spoken)  
  

 

Liturgist: Karl  Young 
 

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
 

December 13, 2020: Scripture Passages  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar 

Today – December: In Lieu of Christmas Cards 

December Sundays after Worship: Advent Study (see back) 

Tuesday, December 8: Thrift Shop Board at 11:30am 

 

Birthdays 

12/12 Don Howell 

 

Prayer Concerns 

The family of Matthew Texeira, Carl Johnson’s cousin, who died  unexpectedly, leaving 

a young family, who lost two other family members recently from COVID; 

Joan Felahi on the death of her husband, Bob Maloney 

 601 Route 28, #207, Harwich Port 02646 

Alan Wright on the death of his wife, Ginni Wright 

 1441 Route 26, Colebrook NH 03576 

Carol Coogan, Nick Dillmann’s sister, who has been diagnosed with colon cancer;  

Janet Purdy, David Purdy’s sister, as she awaits test results; 

Dot Harrington’s son, Chris, and Valerie Bell’s step-daughter,  who have been diagnosed 

with COVID; 

The rapid spread of COVID-19; 

The victims of natural disasters; 

Those who work for justice and mercy; 

Our polarized nation; 

Continued prayers for: Sandra & Mark Loefler,  Jason Narkon, Dan Carrol, Dan Murphy, 

Jackie Winne, Declan Smith, Jane Schneeloch; Drew Mielke, Bruce Zeller, Ruth 

Crocker, , Michael Chatham, Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt, Fred Buess;  

Pastor Dianne Carpenter and HUMC. 
 

1 Church Street   East Harwich, MA 02645 
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Pastor Dianne ES Carpenter 

Pastor’s Email: pastordianne@verizon.net          Pastor’s Cell: 774-212-0520 

Marisha Dubiel, Music Director 

Explore the life of Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus Christ 

From his beginnings as a humble carpenter to his all-important role as the earthly 

father of Jesus Christ, Joseph's place in the nativity story is sometimes overlooked 

but contains valuable lessons for all of us. Join Adam Hamilton as he examines 

Christmas through the eyes of Joseph. Absent from much of the biblical narrative, 

Joseph never spoke a word, but his courageous actions were crucial to the birth of 

Christ and God's salvation plan for humanity. 

As you read this book, you will understand how Joseph's story is much like our own. In 

life, we encounter circumstances that we would never have chosen for ourselves. At 

times it can be tempting just to walk away. Joseph provides us a great example of 

humbly obeying God even when we don't understand and faithfully moving forward in 

the strength that God provides. 

Exchange your doubt for courage this Advent and Christmas season. The story of 

Joseph provide us a great example of humbly obeying God even when we don’t 

understand and faithfully moving forward in the strength that God provides. 
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