
 
December 13, 2020      Advent 3 

 
Thought for the Week 

O believers! Stand firm for justice … even if it is against yourselves, your parents, 
 or close relatives. Be they rich or poor, …. So do not let your desires cause you  

to deviate ˹from justice˺.    - From Surah An-nisa 4:135 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 
Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 
*Call to Worship    
L:  God loves justice! 
P: God calls us to act in compassionate ways toward others. 
L: Rejoice, God has placed God’s trust in you to be those who will bring good news of 
peace and joy. 
P: With the healing love of God in our hearts, we journey through this season, 
getting ready to welcome the One who will turn the world upside-down. 
L: Come, let us worship and praise God whose love is showered over us. 
P: Lord God, be with us as we seek your guidance and work to do your will. Amen. 
 
Music         Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Joy 
 

Opening Prayer 
Lord God, as we gather this day, we open our hearts to you, seeking your healing 
and transforming love. Our world cries for justice for all people, yet the leaders 
seem intent on bantering with one another, unmindful of the peace-bringers and 
those who would heal and teach the ways of peace. Be with all of us. O Come, O 
Come Emmannuel Prepare us for this bright light of love which you are sending to 
us, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Confession and Pardon 
God of mercy, light and love, we confess that we have not been people who 
are quick to pray. When an emergency befalls us, we turn to pleas and 
prayers which usually begin with the heart-wrenching cry, "Why?". Help us to 
remember that you are always ready to hear and respond to all our prayers. 
Remind us that even though we have often failed to witness to your love and live 
as people of compassion and faith, you love us unconditionally. Forgive our 
stubbornness and willfulness. Cleanse our souls and spirits and make us truly ready 
to receive your light. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon     
 

Responsorial Psalm 126 
L: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
P: Then our mouth was filled with laughter, & our tongue with shouts of joy; 
L: then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
P: The Lord has done great things for us, we are glad. 
L: Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb! 
P: May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy! 
L: Those who go forth weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
P: shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

 
~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 

 

Scripture Reading    Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God    
Response:  Thanks be to God 

 
Message            If Nominated, I Will not Run        Pastor Dianne Carpenter 
 

Music   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel          
 
 



~~Response to the Word~~ 
 

Unison Prayer from the Hymnal   
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way of our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and 
forsake our sins, that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity, 
and may await with joy the coming in glory of Jesus Crist our Redeemer; who lives 
and regins with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 
God of Joy, you have blessed our lives in so many ways. Receive these tokens of 
our blessings and cause then to work in this world which you have loaned to us to 
make light shine in the darkness and peace an attainable goal in all conflicts. We 

offer these gifts in Jesus’ name. AMEN. 
 

~~The Church Goes Forth~~ 
 

Benediction 
 

“God Be With You”           (spoken)    
  

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
 

December 20, 2020: Scripture Passages  
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38, 46-55 
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Birthdays 
12/18 Starr McMorris 
12/19 David Thyng 

 
Prayer Concerns 

The family of Matthew Texeira, Carl Johnson’s cousin, who died  unexpectedly, leaving 
a young family, who lost two other family members recently from COVID; 
Dot Harrington’s son, Chris, and Valerie Bell’s step-daughter,  who have been diagnosed 
with COVID; 
Lollie Starbuck, Ed Farrell-Starbuck’s step-mother, and other residents and staff of 
Santa Cruz, CA nursing home, 90% of whom have tested positive for COVID; 
The rapid spread of COVID-19; 
The victims of natural disasters; 
Those who work for justice and mercy; 
Our polarized nation; 
Continued prayers for: Sandra & Mark Loefler,  Jason Narkon, Dan Carrol, Dan Murphy, 
Jackie Winne, Declan Smith, Jane Schneeloch; Drew Mielke, Bruce Zeller, Ruth 
Crocker, , Michael Chatham, Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt, Fred Buess;  
Pastor Dianne Carpenter and HUMC. 
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