
Christmas Eve           December 24, 2020 
 
Prelude                           
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
 
Call to Worship 
L: He’s coming! He’s coming! The Savior of the World is coming! 
P: Let us prepare our hearts to greet him! 
L: He comes to each one of us, healing and restoring our lives! 
P: Praise be to God for God’s mighty gift to us. 
L: O Come, Prince of Peace, bring your light to us! 
P: We are ready to receive you in our lives! Amen. 
 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”    
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
Refrain: 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  
Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
(Refrain) 
 
Lighting of Advent Candles 
Reader 1: 
We light the first Advent Candle: the candle of watching and waiting for 
we have searched and waited for our Savior to come to us. 
 
Reader 2: 
We light the second Advent Candle: the candle of preparation as we have 
prepared our hearts to receive the Savior. 

 
Reader 3: 
We light the third Advent Candle: the candle of beholding and believing 
because we have seen the mighty power and love of God in our lives. 
 
Reader 4: 
We light the fourth Advent Candle: the candle of rejoicing because we have 
been blessed with the good news of God’s love for all God’s people! 
 
Pastor: 
Now the time is near! The One who will save us, brings God’s light into our world. 
We light this Christ Candle in celebration of God’s most precious gift to us - our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.. 
 

Opening Prayer: 
Glorious God, who presents us with the most precious of gifts, we praise 
you for all your blessings in our lives. Tonight we have come to this place, 
in the midst of a busy time. We might not even have everything ready at 
home, yet we have come, because we ourselves need to be ready. Work in 
our hearts this night, preparing us for your presence. Work in our lives 
that we may reach out to others in comfort and compassion; work in our 
world that the darkness that has encompassed it may be dispelled by the 
brightness of your love and your Gift. In faith and expectation, we pray. 
Amen. 
  
Scripture:   Luke 2:1-20: The Story of the Nativity 
 
Meditation:        A Sign of the Times            The Rev Dr DES Carpenter 
 
Pastor: God’s stupendous sign--a child in a manger, a Light given for our 
darkness. [pause] Just when we think that we have understood it all, we are 
surprised again. We are included--there is room for us in this picture, at this 
manger, in God’s house--there is always room. 
 



Let us raise our voices in song: 
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King."  
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 
For lo! the days are hastening on ,by prophet seen of old,  
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold  
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
Refrain: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 
(Refrain) 
 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; 
so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 
 

 
 
Pastor: 
Do you feel the spirit yet? Not the spirit of a childhood Christmas, but the 
spirit of God with us? [pause] It’s here, among us right now. It is in the faces of 
each of the people in our unique Nativity scene. It is in your faces! 
 
The light of God is given for you--given to you--and by you it is given to others. 
 
                       Let us sing together: 
“Silent Night”  
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 
 
Benediction/Blessing 
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