
December 27, 2020      Christmastide 
 

Thought for the Week 
 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

*Call to Worship    
L:  The Christmas tree lights have dimmed. 
P: The once-wrapped gifts have been shared. 
L: But the awesome love of God still shines brightly in our hearts. 
P: Our spirits resound with the good news of salvation. 
L: God is with us! 
P: Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

Music                             “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                           
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  
                                  
Opening Prayer 
Lord of mercy and joy, You have given to us the blessing of your Son Jesus who 
will make known your presence, forgiveness, and love to each one of us. Be with us 
this day and keep our hearts and minds open to receive your love and peace. 
Enable each of us to be people of joy and hope as we encounter others. We ask 
this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 

Confession and Pardon 
We confess, O God, that we are not ready to come down from the Christmas 
“high.” So much time was spent in gathering, wrapping, and delivering gifts; in 
preparing for family gatherings and times with friends; in decorating our homes. 
But somehow, right after Christmas Day, we feel a letdown. We don’t want that 
“high” to be over. We want to feel the “peace on earth” feeling, but we let it go. 
We push it aside when we begin our journey of complaining and blaming others for 
everything that is going wrong. We ignore the blessing of the gift when we refuse 

to help those in need. Shake us up, Lord! Get us ready to be people of compassion 
and hope. Wake us up, Lord! Help us see the beauty and possibilities of peace 
around us. Fill us up, Lord! Fill us to overflowing with joy. Let our words, our 
thoughts, and our actions speak of your love for us. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon     
 

Responsorial Psalm 148 
L: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise the Lord in the heights! 
P: Praise the Lord, all his angels, praise the Lord, all his hosts! 
L: Praise the Lord, sun and moon, praise the Lord, all shining stars! 
P: Praise the Lord,highest heavens, and all waters above the heavens! 
L: Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded and they were created, 
P: who established them forever and ever, and fixed their bounds which cannot be 
passed. 
L: Praise the LORD from the earth, sea monsters and all deeps, 
P: fire and hail, snow and smoke, stormy wind fulfilling God’s command! 
L:  Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
P: Beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 
L: Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
P: Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
L: Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name alone is exalted, whose glory is 
above earth and heaven. 
P: God has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful ones, 
    for the people of Israel who are near their God. Praise the LORD! 
 

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 
 

Scripture Reading    Isaiah 61:10-62:3  Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40. 
Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God    
Response:  Thanks be to God 

 

Message                           The Pink Slip            Pastor Dianne Carpenter 
 

Music               “Joy to the World”       



                               ~~Response to the Word~~ 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 

~~The Church Goes Forth~~ 
 
Benediction  
 

“God Be With You”      (spoken)          
    

  
 
 

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
 
 

Epiphany, January 3, 2021: Scripture Passages: 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Mathew 2:1-12  
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Prayer Concerns 
 

David Purdy’s sister awaiting very delicate surgery for an invasive, non-cancerous 
tumor; 
Our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. David Calhoun, on the death of his mother from 
COVID; 
The family of Matthew Texeira, Carl Johnson’s cousin, who died  unexpectedly, leaving 
a young family, who lost two other family members recently from COVID; 
Dot Harrington’s son, Chris, and Valerie Bell’s step-daughter,  who have been diagnosed 
with COVID; 
Lollie Starbuck, Ed Farrell-Starbuck’s step-mother, and other residents and staff of 
Santa Cruz, CA nursing home, 90% of whom have tested positive for COVID; 
The rapid spread of COVID-19; 
First responders; 
The victims of natural disasters; 
Those who work for justice and mercy; 
Our polarized nation; 
Continued prayers for: Sandra & Mark Loefler,  Jason Narkon, Dan Carrol, Dan Murphy, 
Jackie Winne, Declan Smith, Jane Schneeloch; Drew Mielke, Bruce Zeller, Ruth 
Crocker, , Michael Chatham, Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt, Fred Buess;  
Pastor Dianne Carpenter and HUMC. 
 

In Lieu of Christmas Cards 
Thank you for your support for AFSC of CC, Homeless Not Hopeless, 

and Hands of Hope 
 

“May all have a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year.” – Karl Young 
“Wishing all our HUMC friends a meaningful Christmas and a New Year full of  
health and happiness.” – David and Pam Purdy 
‘Happy New year to our beloved church family with prayers for good health  
and peace.” – Mary Dulemba 
“From our winter home in Maryland to all of you on the Cape: we wish all a blessed 
Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year.” – Barry  and Judy Thomas 
“Receive your blessings with a grateful heart. Every day of every year will have a 
wonderful start!” – Laurie Moore 
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