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                                      September 12, 2021 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Thoughts for the Week 
“Even the smallest act of service, the simplest act of kindness, is a way to honor those we lost, a way 

to reclaim that spirit of unity that followed 9/11.” 

 ~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Prelude 



 

Call to Worship  

L: Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, yet shall they live.”  

People: Whoever believes in Jesus shall never die. We praise God for all the servants who 

have finished their course in faith.  

L: My sisters and brothers, we gather together in the protective shelter of God’s healing love. 

We are free to pour out our grief, face our emptiness, and know that God cares. We gather 

together as God’s people, conscious of those who have died, especially those who lost their lives 

on September 11th, 2001, and of the frailty of our own existence on earth. We gather to hear 

God’s word of hope that can speak to our despair and move us to celebrate the strength and 

comfort we know in God’s love and care.  

People: We celebrate our own life and the lives of those who have gone before us into 

your presence. 

 

*Opening Hymn                     O God, Our Hearts Were Shattered 

  the tune is LANCASHIRE 7.6.7.6 D  ("Lead On, O King Eternal") 

O God, our hearts were shattered On that horrendous day; 

We heard the news and gathered To grieve and then to pray. 

We cried to you and wondered, "Where did the violence start?" 

The world as we had known it Had just been torn apart. 

 

We heard of those who perished — Of heroes' sacrifice. 

We paused again to cherish The gifts of love and life. 

We worried for the future; We hugged our loved ones then. 

We cried, "Can peace be found here?" "We can't let terror win!" 
 

Some sought to answer terror The only way they knew — 

With anger toward the stranger And calls for vengeance, too. 

Yet this is not your answer, Nor what you would create. 

May we live toward a future Where love will conquer hate. 
 

God, give us faith and wisdom To be your healing hands; 

Give open minds that listen To truth from all your lands. 

Give strength to work for justice; Grant love that casts out fear. 

Then peace and not destruction Will be the victor here. 
 

Permission is given for use of this hymn for local church use.  

By Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 

 

 

 



Opening Prayer: 

In the beauty of this place, we have come to pray, to worship, to receive healing and 

hope.  In this 20th year we remember the terrible events of 9/11. Be with us as we 

mourn the loss of those whom we knew, and those whom we did not know. We pray that as 

we observe this day that you might grant each one of us healing and peace in our own 

lives. Give us strength to stand against hate and terror and in solidarity with people of 

peace in every nation, culture and religion so that such an event might never happen again. 

Cause us to rejoice that you have provided a special place where we may gather to talk of 

your presence and love; to sing your praises; and to be empowered to go forth to serve 

you. AMEN. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:                                      #893 

 
 

Assurance of Pardon  

Passing of the Peace 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant 

that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 

understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning 

that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 130                                                  pg.848 



 

 
 

A Reading                                     “9/11 Trilogy”                   By Lisa Forte-Doyle 



 

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 

 
Scripture Reading    Isaiah 2:1-5  Romans 8:31-39 Matthew 18:21- 22 

        

.  Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God 

Response: Thanks be to God 
 

Message              “Ashes, ashes….falling down”   Pastor Dianne Carpenter 
 

Solo         “Everything that has Voice”                       Murray/Haugen  soloist  Mary Dulemba 
 

~~Response to the Word~~ 
 

Unison Prayer              “For Those Who Mourn”                       #461           

  Gracious God, as your son wept with Mary and Martha at the tomb of Lazarus, look with 

compassion on those who grieve, ”Especially the family and friends of the victims of 

9/11/2001”  Grant them the assurance of your presence now and faith in your eternal 

goodness, that in them may be fulfilled the promise that those who mourn shall be 

comforted; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen, 
 

Prayers of the People  

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                      #875 

    God of love, we thank you for all with which you have blessed us even to this day: 

For the gifts of joys in days of health and strength, and for the gifts of your abiding 

presence and promise in days of pain and grief. 

    We praise you for home and friends, and for our baptism and place in your church with 

all who have faithfully lived and died. 

   Above all else we thank you for Jesus, who knew our griefs, who died our death and 

rose for our sake, and who lives and prays for us.  As He taught us, so now we pray. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

*Doxology                    #94 

•  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Praise God the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! [3x] 
 

*Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings : 

God, we hear and we respond to your words of wisdom, your words of call and life.  May 

these gifts, not only of our money, but of our very selves— 

our words, our thoughts, our actions— be acceptable to you, and help spread your words 

of life and love. Amen. 

~~The Church Goes Forth~~  

   

https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-romans-701034




*Benediction        “God Be With You” 

Postlude 

Liturgist: Mary Dulemba  

Ushers: Dot Harrington and Wendy Storer 

  

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
 

September 19, 2021: Scripture Passages  

 Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; James 3:13–4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 

 

Calendar 

Reception for the Artists after Church TODAY at 11:00 

Monday, September 13: Thrift Shop Volunteer Meeting at 12:30pm. 

          September 13th  Zoom Bible study            8 pm with Author 

Suinday September 19th  Administrative Council  after church  In person & ZOOM 
 

Prayers 

Birthday:               9 /12  Steve Andrejko 

  

Grieving; Cindy Farrell-Starbuck and family on the death of Charles Farrell 

Healing: Edwin Baldayac’s mother, Onelia, Kaden, Barry Thomas, Chie Young, Ruth Zeller, Brian 

Mielke, David Thyng, Lil Murphy, Juell Buckwold, Jackie Winne, Jacqui [Karl’s sister] 

Afganistan  and persons still attempting to leave 

Those impacted by Hurricane Ida – including Brittany  [The Purdy’s neice] 

Continued Prayers: Gerry Beaudet; Maryanne Timmons; Audrey; Emily-Jeanne Decker; Fred and 

Jo Buess, Joan Stevens, Mary (Lil Murphy's sister), Pauline Doliber,  Bruce Zeller, Ruth 

Crocker, Michael Chatham, Laurie and Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee  

 

 A Prayer for the Anniversary of 9/11 

O God, our hope and refuge, in our distress we come quickly to you. 

Shock and horror of that tragic day have subsided, replaced now with an emptiness, a 

longing for an innocence lost. 

     We come remembering those who lost their lives in New York, Washington D.C., and 

Pennsylvania.  We are mindful of the sacrifice of public servants who demonstrated the 

greatest love of all by laying down their lives for friends.  We commit their souls to your 

eternal care and celebrate their gifts to a fallen humanity. 

 We come remembering and we come in hope, not in ourselves, but in you. 

As foundations we once thought secure have been shaken, we are reminded of the illusion 

of security.  In commemorating this tragedy, we give you thanks for your presence in our 

time of need and we seek to worship you in Spirit and in truth,  our guide and our 

guardian. Amen. 
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After Ida and other natural disasters 
  

How can you help? UMCOR assists with natural disaster relief and 

recovery efforts in the United States with support through Advance 

#901670 
 

Mission to the Afghan people in Afghanistan and 
for refugees in the USA 

UMCOR is working diligently to determine what assistance will be most 

effective and how to best get humanitarian aid to the Afghan people. To 

support UMCOR’s Afghanistan response, make gifts 

online https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450/ or by checks sent to 

Global Ministries/UMCOR, P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY 10087-9068, with 

Advance #982450 noted on the memo line. 

  

UMCOR, partnering with Church World Service, is also prepared to assist with 

refugee resettlement. Those interested in supporting the UMCOR-CWS 

partnership can make gifts online https://umcmission.org/advance-

project/3022144/ or by checks sent to Global Ministries/UMCOR, P.O. Box 

9068, New York, NY 10087-9068, with Advance #3022144 in the memo line. 

 

mailto:HarwichUMC@gmail.com
http://www.harwichunitedmethodistchurch.org/
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!xno-JQAnyzSCAkPSUM-ZT17dn+qemHqHG5dS7v15iLmeOoGBClON2i7KPG9Sbe700
https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!xno-JQAnyzSCAkPSUM-ZT17dn+qemHqHG5dS7v15iLmeOoGBClON2i7KPG9Sbe700
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022144/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022144/

