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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Thought for the Week 

““We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity for our community... Our 

ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our own.”  

- Cesar Chavez 

 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

  

Prelude 
 

Call to Worship  

L: Who is wise and understanding among us? 

P: Those who seek wisdom and understanding each and every day. Those who delight in God and 

meditate on God’s law. 

L: Come, learn more about the wisdom from above, a wisdom that yields a harvest of righteousness. 

P: O God, your wisdom is more precious than jewels!  We draw near to you. 

 



 
 

Opening Prayer  

We draw near to you, O God, source of all understanding, and ask you to draw near to us. Teach 

us your wisdom from above, that we may bear good fruit in our lives.  Root us beside the streams 

of your wisdom that the green leaves of our goodness, fed by your insight, may not wither. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Confession 

O God, we live our lives as best we can— dealing with difficult relationships and situations, putting 

failures and disappointments behind us, and moving into each new day with as much energy, 

goodwill, and optimism as we can muster.  But here, right now, we seldom have the right answers, 

we seldom seek your higher wisdom in our lives, we just move ahead.  Forgive us for not asking 

for your insight.  Fill us with your wisdom, that we may live lives of goodness and peace. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Responsorial Psalm 1               Response #2                      pg.738 

 

 



 
 

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 

 

Scripture Readings     Proverbs 31:10-31; James 3:13–4:3, 7-8a;  

                          Mark 9:30-37 
Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God 

Response: Thanks be to God 
 

Message                  “Chutes and Ladders”       Pastor Dianne Carpenter 
 

                

   



~~Response to the Word~~ 
 

*A Modern Affirmation                                     #885 

L: Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true Church, apostolic and universal, whose holy 

faith let us now declare: 

P: We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power and love, whose mercy is over all his 

works, and whose will is ever directed to his children's good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the gift of the Father's unfailing grace, 

the ground of our hope, and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives, whereby we are kept in perpetual 

remembrance of the truth of Christ, and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself in the service of love as set forth in the 

example of our blessed Lord, to the end that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

*Doxology            #94 

 

*Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 

You are the generous one, full of mercy and goodness for your creation.  Send your wisdom with 

these gifts, that they may reach those who need your love and welcome.  Bring about a harvest 

of goodness through these gifts sown in peace. Amen. 

 

~~The Church Goes Forth~~  
 

 
 

 
 

 



*Benediction     
 

*“God Be With You”                                               from #672 

God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you,  

with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Postlude 
 

 

Liturgist: Nick Dillmann 

Ushers: Rose Higgins and Carl Johnson 

  

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
 

September 26, 2021: Scripture Passages  

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 124; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 

 

 

Coffee Hour: Pam Purdy and June Andrejko 

 

Calendar 

Today: Administrative Council after worship 

Wednesday, October 6 at 7:00pm: UMW 

Saturday, October 9 from 4:00 – 6:00pm: Indigenous Peoples Day 
 

 

Birthdays      Anniversaries 

9/20  Joy Jenkins     9/20 Ted and Riena Ligenza 
 

Prayers 

Grieving: The Farrell family 

Healing: Edwin Baldayac’s mother, Onelia, Kaden, Barry Thomas, Chie Young, Ruth Zeller, Brian Mielke, 

David Thyng, Lil Murphy, Juell Buckwold, Jackie Winne, Jacqui (Karl’s sister) 

Afganistan and persons still attempting to leave 

Continued Prayers: Gerry Beaudet; Maryanne Timmons; Audrey; Emily-Jeanne Decker; Fred and Jo 

Buess, Joan Stevens, Mary (Lil Murphy's sister), Pauline Doliber,  Bruce Zeller, Ruth Crocker, Michael 

Chatham, Laurie and Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee  

 
1 Church Street   East Harwich, MA 02645 

Church Office: (508) 432-3734 

Email:  HarwichUMC@gmail.com          Website: www.harwichunitedmethodistchurch.org 

Thrift Shop: (508) 432-7322  

Pastor Dianne ES Carpenter 

Pastor’s Email: pastordianne@verizon.net          Pastor’s Cell: 774-212-0520 

Marisha Dubiel, Music Director 
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