
Welcome to Harwich United Methodist Church 

 

January 2, 2022 
 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 
 

Greetings and Announcements 

  
Prelude  
 

*Call to Worship  

L: Darkness is not limited to night skies; darkness invades our spirits and our souls. 

P: In darkness of doubt and despair we have lived, until we witnessed the 

birth of the Savior. 

L: Now the light has truly come to us! 

P: Darkness has been banished away! 

L: Arise! Shine! For the Light of God’s love has come! 

P: And we shall be led to that Light in joy and celebration. Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn          “We Would See Jesus”        

We would see Jesus; lo! his star is shining 

above the stable while the angels sing; 

There in a manger on the hay reclining; 

haste, let us lay our gifts before the King. 

 

We would see Jesus, Mary's son most holy, 

light of the village life from day to day; 

shining revealed through every task most lowly, 

the Christ of God, the life, the truth, the way. 



3. We would see Jesus, on the mountain teaching, 

with all the listening people gathered round; 

while birds and flowers and sky above are preaching 

the blessedness which simple trust has found. 

 

4. We would see Jesus, in his work of healing, 

at eventide before the sun was set; 

divine and human, in his deep revealing 

of God made flesh, in loving service met. 

 

5. We would see Jesus, in the early morning, 

still as of old he calleth, "Follow me!" 

Let us arise, all meaner service scorning; 

Lord, we are thine, we give ourselves to thee. 
 

Opening Prayer 

God of promise and light, open our eyes this morning, that we may see your 

light in the darkness.  Open our hearts, that we may perceive your promises 

of justice and righteousness fulfilled in the babe of Bethlehem. 

May we, like the Magi, have a star to guide us on our journey quest to find 

the one who will truly set us free.  May this time of worship bring us closer 

to you, that the good news of the birth of light and love will transform our 

lives. Amen. 
 

Responsive Psalm 72:1-7         Response 1                         #795    

 

                            

 



 
Affirmation of Faith   Nicene Creed                  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made.   For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church. 



We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be World without end.  Amen 
 

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 
Scripture Reading    Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God    

Response: Thanks be to God 
 

Message                      “Detour Ahead”    The Rev Dr Dianne Carpenter 
 

Hymn           Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                       

 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood; 

he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 

as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 

 

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, 

veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 

 

~~Response to the Word~~ 
Invitation 

 

Confession and Pardon 

Ever-patient God, we are a people who live in thick darkness.  We stumble 

around bombarded by news of war and poverty, famine and genocide, injustice 

and oppression.  The maelstrom of things and issues and people of the dark, 

can overwhelm and paralyze us. Help us be people of the light, shining your 

light of righteousness, peace, and joy into all the dark places of our lives and 



world.  Unlock the mystery and glory of the babe born in Bethlehem.  Turn 

our aimless wanderings into a journey of purpose 

guided by your star.  Let the light break into our lives and our world, 

and transform us into people of the light. 
 

Passing the Peace 

Lift your eyes and look around. The light of the babe of Bethlehem 

shines from the face of each one here. Let us now greet that light, 

rejoice that we are here together, and pass the peace of Christ, 

our joy and our hope.   
 

Doxology    
 

Prayer over the Gifts 

God of light and promise, we bring our gifts to further your work in a dark 

world. May they bring your light to those overwhelmed by darkness, pain, and 

loneliness. Accept these gifts of money and time, indeed the gift of our very 

selves. Let them shine for all to see, and be brought into the sphere of your 

love and righteousness. Amen.   
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

L: Christ be with you.       P: And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them up to God. 

Let us give our thanks to the Holy One. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Responses:  

1. Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 

2. Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will Come again. 

       3. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Communion 

 

 

 

 



~~The Church Goes Forth~~ 
 

*Hymn      “We Three Kings”                       

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 

(Refrain) 

 

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high. 

(Refrain) 

 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

(Refrain) 

 

Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. 

(Refrain) 
 

*Benediction 
 

* “God Be With You”              

God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, uphold you, 

with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Postlude 

 

Liturgist:  Carl Johnson 

Ushers:  John and Leslie Albee 

 Coffee hour:  Carl Johnson and Rose Higgins 
 

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
 



January 9, 2022: Scripture Passages  

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

Calendar 

United Methodist Women: The UMW will not meet in January or February. 

Thrift Shop: Volunteer Meeting on Monday, January 10th at 12:30 

Administrative Board: Sunday, January 16th after Worship 

Annual Martin Luther King Day Virtual Breakfast: Monday, January 17th by 

Zoom. Pre-registration is required: https://bit.ly/MLK-Justice 2022. This year's 

theme, Justice Is What Love Looks Like in Practice, will feature MLK Action 

Team presentations, including one from Rev. David Purdy and Rev. Wesley Williams. 

See flyer in Fellowship Hall or speak with David Purdy for additional details. 

 

Announcements 

Pledges: Thanks to all of you who have sent in your pledge cards and for the 

extent of your commitment to our Church. The amount of pledges is up from 

$25,000 to $49,000. We are still short of the $75,000 goal, but hopeful we can 

reach it. Please send in your pledge card (or if lost, a written note) as it helps us 

set up the record of your contribution which you should receive 4 times a 

year.  Again: Many Thanks.   Rev. David Purdy, for the Stewardship Committee 

Program Cancelled: Rev. Anne Ierardi’s program, An Evening of Healing and 

Welcoming of Ephiphany, on January 8th has been cancelled due to the increasing 

spread of Covid and variants. 

Zoom: Every Sunday beginning today, January 2nd, through January 30th will have 

the same Zoom number: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85274930259?pwd=R1NnQktSVXhUY1ZQaEQzVVJQ

VGJIUT09 

Meeting ID: 852 7493 0259 

Passcode: 053968 

Zoom will be set up by 9:40am for folks to sign in and greet each other. Worship 

begins at 10am. 

 

Prayers 

Victims and survivors of mid-West tornadoes and other natural disasters 

throughout the world 

Rapid spread of Covid variants 

Loss: All who grieve, including Ruth Zeller and Joshua Kuehn’s  

family and friends 

https://bit.ly/MLK-Justice%202022
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85274930259?pwd=R1NnQktSVXhUY1ZQaEQzVVJQVGJIUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85274930259?pwd=R1NnQktSVXhUY1ZQaEQzVVJQVGJIUT09


Hospice: Bangs Higgins 

Healing: Dan Murphy, Pam Howell, Carole Porter, Maryanne Timmons,  

Julie Kuehn and daughter, Zoe (Covid),  Ryan family parents both with cancer and 

their 4 young children, Allen Dee (cancer), Eric Lind (ALS), Tom Bisco 

Continued Prayers: Gerry Beaudet; Jackie Winne; Emily-Jeanne Decker; Fred and 

Jo Buess, Joan Stevens, Pauline Doliber, Ruth Crocker, Michael Chatham, Laurie 

and Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Church Street East Harwich, MA 02645 

Church Office: (508) 432-3734 

Email: HarwichUMC@gmail.com Website: www.harwichunitedmethodistchurch.org 

Thrift Shop: (508) 432-7322 

The Rev. Dr. Dianne ES Carpenter 

Pastor’s Email: pastordianne@verizon.net Pastor’s Cell: 774-212-0520 

Marisha Dubiel, Music Director 

 



 


