
Welcome to Harwich United Methodist Church 

 

January 9, 2022 
 

Baptism of the Lord 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Thoughts for the Week 

 The Spirit-filled life is not a special, deluxe edition of Christianity. It is part 

and parcel of the total plan of God for His people.  - A. W. Tozer 
 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns   
 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship  

L:  God is with us always and calls us each by name. 

P: When we pass through difficulties and stress, 

L: God is with us and calls us by name. 

P: When we are discouraged and feel lost and alone, 

L: God is with us and calls us by name, and heals us. 

P: Blessed be God who knows us and calls us by name. AMEN. 

 

*Opening Hymn            “When Jesus Came to Jordan”                  

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 

he did not come for pardon but as the sinless one. 

He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 

to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 



 

 

 

 

 

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 

for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 

So when the Dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 

the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make; 

this very day invade us, and every bondage break. 

Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 

to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost. 

 

Opening Prayer:   

Lord of Hope and Light, in the midst of Darkness you offered light to people 

who lived in fear. Today that light comes to us as we celebrate the Baptism 

of the Lord. Open our hearts this day and remind us that you have marked us 

as people of hope and light. Prepare us to serve you by serving your world. 

Amen.  

 

Prayer of Confession:  

Creator of the universe, we stand amazed at your power and glory. 

We are eager to worship you and offer our praise, but we are often 

reluctant to answer when we hear you calling our name. We sing our songs 

of tribute in the sanctuary, but shy away from the river, lest we be 

baptized with the fire of the Holy Spirit. Forgive us when we forget your 

promise to be with us always, O God.  Renew us with the power of your 

ever-present love, and strengthen us to proclaim your justice throughout 

the world. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon  

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

As you greet those around you, look at each person and offer these words from 

Isaiah: “You are precious in God’s sight.” 
 

 



 



 

 

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~ 

 
Scripture Reading   Isaiah 43:1-7; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

.    Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God 

              Response: Thanks be to God 
 

Message                    “The Fire Next Time”     Pastor Dianne Carpenter 
 

Hymn                       “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”                  
Why should I be discouraged and why should the shadows come? 

Why should my heart be lonely and long for heaven and home, 

When Jesus is my portion, my constant friend is he: 
 

Refrain: 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me; 

his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 

I sing because I'm happy; I sing because I'm free, 

for his eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
 

“Let not your heart be troubled,” his tender word I hear; 

and resting on his goodness,  I lose my doubts and fears; 

though by the path he leadeth but one step I may see:   R 

 

Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, 

when song give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, 

I draw the closer to him; from care he sets me free:   R 

 

~~Response to the Word~~ 
 

Invitation to Reaffirm Our Baptismal Covenant 

We gather today to worship and praise the God of awe and majesty. We come 

to encounter the God who knows us each by name and who walks with us in 

intimate love. We come to reaffirm the blessing we have received through our 

baptism. In baptism, we remember God’s saving actions throughout history, 

and we have the opportunity to answer yes as God whispers our names. As a 

community of God, we gather today at the waters of baptism to reaffirm our 

commitment to Christ and to experience anew the transforming power of the 

Holy Spirit.  

   



Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

*Doxology            #94 
 

Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings   

Gracious God, we come today with joy for your baptism; we come with praise 

for your glory; we come with gratitude for your love.  As we offer these gifts 

to you, send your Spirit upon us, that our hands and our hearts may do your 

work in the world.  As we offer our lives to you, bless us with your strength, 

that we may join with you to work for the blessing of peace throughout the 

world. Amen. 

 

~~The Church Goes Forth~~  
 

*Final Hymn           “Lord Be Glorified”                        

In our (my) lives (life), Lord, be glorified, be glorified.   

In our lives, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

In our homes, Lord, be glorified, be glorified.   

In our homes, Lord, be glorified today.  
 

In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In your church, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 

  

Benediction   
   

* “God Be With You”       from #672 

 

Postlude 

Liturgist: Nick Dillman 

Ushers: Bob Alexander and Juell Buckwold 

Coffee Hour:  Ruth Zeller 

 

 

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 

 



January 16, 2022: Scripture Passages 

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

Calendar 

Thrift Shop: Volunteer Meeting on tomorrow Monday, January 10th at 12:30 

Administrative Board: Sunday, January 16th after Worship 

Annual Martin Luther King Day Virtual Breakfast: Monday, January 17th by 

Zoom. David Purdy suggests you  go to Nauset Interfaith Association website. Hit 

the MLK Action Team link. You will see registration at the very top of  the page 

(days, hours, minutes clicking toward the event) and at several other places on the 

MLK Action Team site. Pre-registration is required. This year's theme, Justice Is 

What Love Looks Like in Practice, will feature MLK Action Team presentations, 

including from Rev. David Purdy and Rev. Wesley Williams. See flyer in Fellowship 

Hall or speak with David Purdy for additional details. 

 

Prayers 

Victims and survivors of natural disasters throughout the world 

Rapid spread of Covid variants 

All who grieve, including Ruth Zeller and family and friends of Joshua Kuehn and 

Zachary Cabral 

Healing: Dan Murphy, Pam Howell, Don Howell, Carole Porter, Maryanne Timmons, 

Kathy Koehler, Drew Mielke, Jack Craig,  

Peter Brandao, Rose Higgins, Carl Johnson, Julie Kuehn and daughter, Zoe (Covid),  

Ryan family parents both with cancer and their 4 young children, Allen Dee 

(cancer), Eric Lind (ALS), Tom Bisco 

Continued Prayers: Gerry Beaudet; Jackie Winne; Emily-Jeanne Decker; Fred and 

Jo Buess, Joan Stevens, Pauline Doliber, Ruth Crocker, Michael Chatham, Laurie 

and Pierre Bonin, Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee  
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