Welcome to Harwich United Methodist Church

September 11, 2022
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Thought for the Week

"Nothing that grieves us can be called little; by the external laws of proportion a child's loss of a doll and a
king's loss of a crown are events of the same size. - Mark Twain, 'Which Was The Dream?'

~~Gathering and Welcome~~
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Prelude
Call to Worship
L: Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, yet shall they live.”
People: Whoever believes in Jesus shall never die. We praise God for all the
servants who have finished their course in faith.
L: My sisters and brothers, we gather together in the protective shelter of God’s healing
love. We are free to pour out our grief, face our emptiness, and know that God cares. We
gather together as God’s people, conscious of those who have died, especially those who
lost their lives on September 11th, 2001, and of the frailty of our own existence on earth.
We gather to hear God’s word of hope that can speak to our despair and move us to
celebrate the strength and comfort we know in God’s love and care.

People: We celebrate our own life and the lives of those who have gone before us
into your presence. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Opening Prayer:
God of abundant grace, may your Holy Spirit be with us now as we worship you this
day. Open our eyes to truly see one another, that we might discover your presence
in the smile of a neighbor. Open our ears to the needs of the world, that we might
hear your wisdom in the words spoken around us. And open our hearts to your grace
and love, that we might find guidance and strength for the journey, for ourselves
and for one another. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
Gracious and loving God, we find it difficult at times to place our trust in you. Too
often we look at the world, and see only violence, pain, destruction, and signs of
hopelessness and despair. Too often we rely on our own strength, our own plans, our
own devices, rather than trusting in your hand to hold us, your love to sustain us,
and your wisdom to see us through. Forgive us, Holy One. Help us turn to you when
we are lost, that we might find our way home. Help us navigate the treacherous
waters of this world, that we might experience your abundant grace, mercy, and
love. Help us put our trust in you that the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus
may shine in our lives for all to see. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon & Response

“Alleluia, Alleluia”

Refrain only

#162

Passing of the Peace
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,

faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life.
Responsorial Psalm

14:1-7

pg.746

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~
Scripture Reading
Anthem

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; 1Timothy 1:12-17
“Sing, Sing, Sing”

D. Wagner

Gospel Reading
Luke 15:1-10
Reader: The Word of God for the People of God
Response: Thanks be to God!
Message
Hymn

“The Lost and Found”

Pastor Dianne Carpenter

“O God Our Hearts were Shattered”
The tune is LANCASHIRE 7.6.7.6 D ("Lead On, O King Eternal")

O God, our hearts were shattered On that horrendous day;
We heard the news and gathered To grieve and then to pray.

We cried to you and wondered, "Where did the violence start?"
The world as we had known it had just been torn apart.
We
We
We
We

heard of those who perished — of heroes' sacrifice.
paused again to cherish the gifts of love and life.
worried for the future; we hugged our loved ones then.
cried, "Can peace be found here?" "We can't let terror win!"

Some sought to answer terror the only way they knew —
With anger toward the stranger And calls for vengeance, too.
Yet this is not your answer, nor what you would create.
May we live toward a future where love will conquer hate.
God, give us faith and wisdom To be your healing hands;
Give open minds that listen To truth from all your lands.
Give strength to work for justice; grant love that casts out fear.
Then peace and not destruction will be the victor here.

Permission is given for use of this hymn for local church use.
By Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

~~Response to the Word~~
The World Methodist Social Creed
L: We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people;
and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us, who died and rose again;
and in the Holy Spirit, present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort.
P: We believe; God, help our unbelief.
L: We rejoice in every sign of God’s kingdom:
In the upholding of human dignity and community;
In every expression of love, justice, and reconciliation;
In each act of self-giving on behalf of others;
In the abundance of God’s gifts entrusted to us that all may have enough;
In all responsible use of the earth’s resources.
P: Glory be to God on high; and on earth, peace.
L: We confess our sin, individual and collective, by silence or action:
Through the violation of human dignity based on race, class, age, sex, nation, or faith;
Through the exploitation of people because of greed and indifference;
Through the misuse of power in personal, communal, national, and international life;
Through the search for security by those military and economic forces that threaten

human existence;
Through the abuse of technology which endangers the earth and all life upon it.
P: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
L: We commit ourselves individually and as a community to the way of Christ:
To take up the cross;
To seek abundant life for all humanity;
To struggle for peace with justice and freedom;
To risk ourselves in faith, hope, and love, praying that God’s kingdom may come.
P: Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.
Unison Prayer
“For Those Who Mourn”
Gracious God, as your Son wept with Mary and Martha at the tomb of Lazarus, look
with compassion on those who grieve, especially the family and friends of the victims
of 9/11/2001. Grant them the assurance of your presence now and faith in your
eternal goodness, that in them may be fulfilled the promise that those who mourn
shall be comforted; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
*Doxology
#94
*Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for these gifts and ask that they be used to
help the needy in our community and throughout the world. As we offer you these
gifts we offer ourselves as well, that together we might transform the world with
your grace and love. Amen.

~~The Church Goes Forth~~
*Final Hymn

“Rescue the Perishing”

#591

*Benediction

“God Be With You”

from #673

*Postlude
You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what.
Liturgist: Nick Dillmann
Ushers: Bob Alexander and Juell Buckwold
Coffee Hour: Judy and Barry Thomas
September 18, 2022: Scripture Passages
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13
Calendar

Monday, September 12: Thrift Shop Volunteer Meeting at 12:15pm
Saturday, September 17: Walk to Emmaus gathering, 12-3pm at Northside UMC
Sunday, September 18: Administrative Board
Thursday, September 29: The role of national marine sanctuaries - speak with
Pastor Dianne to learn more details and register

Prayers
Victims of floods, wildfires, earthquakes and other natural disasters
Grieving: Family and friends of Jackie Winne, Rev. Christina Laurie, and Rev. Wendell
Luke
Healing: Gloria Green, Don Howell, Kevin, Jo Buess, Mielke family, Lil Murphy, David
Blanchette, Maryanne Timmons, John Ligenza, Nancy McIntyre, Ruth Zeller, Barbie,
Pastor Bill Kuntze, Janice Kuntze
Transitions: Barry and Judy Thomas, Ella, Brian Mielke
Continued Prayers: Dan Murphy, Eric Lind, Kenny Souza, Carol Drewes, Martha Bennett,
Joan Stevens, Pauline Doliber, Ruth Crocker, Michael Chatham, Laurie and Pierre Bonin,
Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee
Join in a prayer of solidarity with the San Carlos Apache:
Creator, we pray for justice and protection for the San Carlos Apache and the sacred place Chí'chil
Biłdagoteel. Together, with the San Carlos Apache we pray,
“One drum. One prayer. One circle.”
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