
 
Christmas Eve: “Sacred Being” 

Music for Gathering 
Welcome 

 

reflecting the sacred 
Our Christmas visuals have lots of shiny things this year… 

 
Take one more deep breath ……For those worshiping online, you are invited to light 
whatever candles you have available to you. 

 
Please repeat after me [us]: 

We pray for Hope this night. [bring the first candle] 
 We pray for Love this night.   [bring the second candle] 



We pray for Joy this night.   [bring the third candle] 
We pray for Peace this night.  [bring the fourth candle] 

We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things. 
We open to see our deepest selves 

as a gift of holy presence. 
This is the gift of the Christ Mystery, 

lighting the way to peace. [bring the Christ candle] 
 

sing: Upon this moment, upon this people, upon this place, the holy comes. 
And sacred knowing brings sacred being for sacred doing of God’s plan. 

 
Prayer Leader: Living God, Christ Mystery, Holy Spirit,… Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn                   “Joy to the World”  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; Let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

 

Nor more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as, the curse is found. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace,  

and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
                      
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

refracting the sacred 
As light passes through a medium, … the sacred nature of all things. 

https://hymnary.org/text/joy_to_the_world_the_lord_is_come


 
The Story Reflected    Luke 2: 1-20  

L:  It is not difficult to imagine this night as “reflecting the sacred.” ……. Let us 
hear the story reflected this night: 

 
Anthem           “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verse 1)     

 
Luke 2: 1-7   

“Away in a Manger” (verse 1)                  
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

the little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky look down where he lay. 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
Luke 2: 8 & 9     

“The First Noel”                                                               (2 verses)           
The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel born is the King of Israel. 
 

They look-ed up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noe,l born is the King of Israel. 
 

Luke 2: 10-13  

“Angels We Have Heard on High”                           (3 verses)  
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
 

https://hymnary.org/text/o_little_town_of_bethlehem
https://hymnary.org/text/away_in_a_manger_no_crib_for_a_bed
https://hymnary.org/text/the_first_nowell_the_angel_did_say
https://hymnary.org/text/angels_we_have_heard_on_high


Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song? 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Luke 2: 14-15   
 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                    
               O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels. 

O come, let us adore him, [3x] 
Christ the Lord! 

 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,  
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;  

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps. 
O come, let us adore him, [3x] 

Christ the Lord! 
 
Luke 2: 16-20   
 
“What Child Is This”                                                                (3 verses)           

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 

Refrain 
This, this is Christ, the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. R 

 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. R 

 
L:  This is the story ……Let the people say, “Amen!”   “Amen!” 

https://hymnary.org/text/o_come_all_ye_faithful_joyful_and_triump
https://hymnary.org/text/what_child_is_this_who_laid_to_rest


Sermon            “Sacred Being”            The Rev Dr Dianne ES Carpenter 
 

refilling the sacred 
We are wells of the sacred. God’s presence is poured into creation in a never-
ending flow of love. …… 

 
Hymn of Reflection                “Emmanuel"                             

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
Unison Prayer 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Christ when I arise. 

 

Hymn of Reflection                “Emmanuel"                             
 

Offering/Offertory 
Doxology                      tune of “What Child Is This”               
Praise God from whom all blessings flow Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God all heavens and the earth reflecting the sacred story. 
 

This, this is Christ the One who mirrors joy for all of us. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Word of time eternal 

 
reframing the sacred 

We too often think that something “sacred” is far away and not available to us. .. 
 

Anointed to Sacred Being 
 

All season long, we have been marking sacred time, people, and places with the idea 
of “anointing,” …. 
 

Candle Lighting 
The center candle symbolizes Jesus, the Light of the World. As the light is passed, 
please dip your unlit candle into the lit candle. We will quietly sing “Silent Night” in 
the holy light. Please extinguish your candle at the end of the hymn. You may leave 
them in the baskets near the door as you leave. 

https://hymnary.org/text/emmanuel_emmanuel#instances
https://hymnary.org/text/emmanuel_emmanuel#instances
https://hymnary.org/text/what_child_is_this_who_laid_to_rest


 

Closing Hymn/Song  “Silent Night”                                      (3 verses)      
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Benediction 
In the name of the Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
“God Be With You” 

God be with you till we meet again; 
by his counsels guide, up-hold you, 
with his sheep securely fold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 
Postlude 
 

https://hymnary.org/text/silent_night_holy_night_all_is_calm_all

