
Welcome to Harwich United Methodist Church 
 

 
2nd Week of Advent 
December 4, 2022  

 
Prelude Music for Gathering 
 

Welcome 
reflecting the sacred 

The shiny additions to our Advent and Christmas visuals …. 

 
Take one more deep breath …. For those worshiping online, you are invited to light 
your first candle. 

L: Please repeat after me: 
We pray for Love this day.   Repeat 

We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things. R 
We open to see each person R 



as a gift of holy presence.  R 
This is the gift of the Christ Mystery,  R 

lighting the way to Love.  R 
 

Sung: Upon this moment, upon this people, upon this place, the holy comes. 
And sacred knowing brings sacred being for sacred doing of God’s plan. 

 

Prayer    Leader: Living God, Christ Mystery, Spirit of Love . . . Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Opening Hymn of Hope       “People Look East”                         

 
Passing the Peace of Christ 

 
the sacred 

As light passes through a medium, ….. to know more deeply the sacred nature of all 
things. 



 

First Reading    Romans 15: 4-13  
 

Anthem         “God Almighty, We Are Waiting”                Bell/Pritchard 
 

Second Reading Matthew 3:1-12  
 

Sermon         “Sacred People”                   Pastor Dianne  
 

refilling the sacred 
We are wells of the sacred. God’s presence is poured into creation in a never-
ending flow of love. …… 
 

Hymn of Reflection                “Emmanuel"                             
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 
 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
Unison Prayer 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

 

Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Christ when I arise. 

 
Offering/Offertory 
Doxology                      tune of “What Child Is This”               
Praise God from whom all blessings flow Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God all heavens and the earth reflecting the sacred story. 
 

This, this is Christ the One who mirrors hope for all of us. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Word of time eternal 

 
Communion  

Christ invites all to his table, for he is the One who is reflected in all things and 
unites all things. There is a place for you. This Cosmic Banquet of Love is set for a 
hungry and hurting world. When we take in and take on Christ, we are the Body of 
Christ sent forth into the world to lay a banquet of love wherever we find 
ourselves. Let us open ourselves so that our hearts might be filled completely. 

  
 

https://hymnary.org/text/emmanuel_emmanuel#instances
https://hymnary.org/text/what_child_is_this_who_laid_to_rest


Confession and Assurance 
Maker and Lover of all, forgive us when we are too preoccupied, self-involved, or 

worried to notice your presence in our lives… 
when we are too rushed to allow moments of wonder and awe that lead to hope, 

when we are too frightened to imagine those not like us loved equally by you, 
when we gloss over the most ordinary details as a revelation of your joy, 

when we fail to stop and reside in peace with you in our depths. 
Open us, O God, free us to reflect the sacred. 

Touch us with your presence, we pray in your Holy Name: 
Christ, Anointed One.  Amen. 

 

Hear this good news: 
God is with us in our distress and in our faltering. 

God is always and already closing the gaps we create. 
Jesus calls us to this table with unfailing and gracious hospitality. 

You are forgiven and freed. You are not alone.  
You are forgiven and freed. You are not alone. 

Glory to God!  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.                             And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.                                We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Word of God, Logos from the beginning.  You made us reflective of your image 
and set us ablaze with the breath of life.  When we turned away, and our love 
dulled, your love remained as light for our lives.  You delivered us from captivity, 
made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets.  
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

[sung] 
Praise God, Praise God of pow’r and might, 

Praise God whose presence shines through our night. 
Praise God of glory, hosannas sing, reflecting the sacred story. 

 
This, this is Christ the One who mirrors love for all of us. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Word of time eternal. 



 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 

 
A reflection of this purpose, and anointed as his disciples,  Christ’s birth is our 
awakening, Christ’s suffering is all suffering, Christ’s death and resurrection is the 
pattern of all things.  We are his Body in the world– the Body of Christ– 
renewed by water and the spirit.  He has been, is, and always will be with us, 
One in Three, Three in One,  in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 

 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: 

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as 
a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith. 

 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 
Anoint this community with your Holy Spirit, and pour out your Spirit on these 
gifts of bread and wine.  Make them a reflection of your life and love for the 
world, so that we may be for the world a Christ Mirror, radiating and multiplying 
this love in the world. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to 
all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly 



banquet.  Through your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

[sung, only the Refrain of the tune] 
This, this is Christ the One who mirrors love for all of us. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Word of time eternal. 

 
reframing the sacred 

We too often think that something “sacred” is far away and not available to us. .. 
 

Anointed as Sacred People 
 

I hope you had the opportunity last week to let the act of anointing with oil or 
lotion  ritualize the marking of meaningful moments… of seeing Time as Sacred. As 
we consider Sacred People this week, I want to invite you to use the oil or lotion in 
a couple of different ways, of course whatever you are comfortable with.  
 
Each morning as you look in the mirror while getting ready for your day, consider 
anointing yourself as you remember that you are a reflection of the sacred. If you 
live with others and they are comfortable with it, take one point during the week 
to anoint one another and to celebrate the ways that you reflect the sacred to 
each other. And–this is the harder one–whenever you encounter someone that you 
just cannot yet see their reflection as sacred–either in person or in the news, or 
other situation–just take a moment in your imagination to envision the anointing, or 
the emanating light like in our opening contemplative time, to cover them and pray a 
little prayer for Christ to open a way to get through them and open your eyes to 
see them in a different way eventually.  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Closing Hymn/Song        “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”          

 
*Benediction 
“God Be With You”                     from #672 
 

*Postlude 
 

https://hymnary.org/text/eternal_god_transcending_time#instances


Liturgist: Pat Thayer 
Ushers: John and Leslie Albee 

Coffee Hour:  Pat and Gordon Thayer 
 

December 11, 2022 Scripture Lessons 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:3-11 

 

Calendar 
Wednesday, December 7: UMW at 2pm 

Monday, December 12: Thrift Shop Volunteer Meeting at 12:15pm 
In Lieu of Christmas Cards: Donations will support the Alzheimers Family 

Support Center and the Baby Center. All needed materials are in Fellowship Hall. 
Please speak with Mary Dulemba, if you have any questions. 

 

Prayers 
Immigrants and refugees facing uncertain futures 

Victims of deadly shootings 
Victims of natural disasters worldwide 

Grieving: Family and friends of Jo Buess 
Those facing terminal illness: Donald Turcotte 

Healing: Carl Johnson, Jack, Roger Lavigne, Don Howell,  
Continued Prayers: Dan Murphy, Kenny Souza, Joan Stevens, Pauline Doliber,  

Ruth Crocker, Michael Chatham, Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee 
 

 
1 Church Street   East Harwich, MA 02645 

Church Office: (508) 432-3734 
Email:  HarwichUMC@gmail.com          Website: www.harwichunitedmethodistchurch.org 

Thrift Shop: (508) 432-7322  
Pastor Dianne ES Carpenter      pastordianne@verizon.net          774-212-0520 

Marisha Dubiel, Music Director 
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