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Thought for the Week 

 
“Have you ever noticed that the expression ‘the light of the world’ is used to 
describe the Christ (John 8:12) but that Jesus also applies the same phrase 
to us? (Matthew 5:14, ‘You are the light of the world’) Few preachers ever 
pointed that out to me.” (Richard Rohr, The Universal Christ) 
 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 
Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Prelude  
Call to Worship  

L: Where is the one who is wise?  
P: Where is the one who is wise?  

 



*Hymn                       “Thou Dist Leave Thy Throne”              #2100 
 
Opening Prayer 
Keep us in that wisdom which you revealed to the Wise Men. Grant us your 
Holy Spirit, that we may always seek you and your kingdom. Enable us to 
follow your holy Word, as those from the East followed the leading of a star. 
Give us grace at all times and in all places to confess your holy name. 
 

Responsive Psalm   72:1-14     

 

L: Give the king your justice, O God, 
P: and your righteousness to the royal son! 
L: May he judge your people with righteousness, 
P: and your poor with justice! 
L: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 
P: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the 
needy, and crush the oppressor! 
L:  May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations! 
P: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water 
the earth! 
L: In his days may righteousness flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no 
more!    
P: May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of 
the earth!    R 
L:  May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! May the kings 
of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts! 
P:  May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him! 
L:   For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no 
helper. 



P:  He has pity on the weak and needy, 
L:  and saves the lives of the needy. 
P:  From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their  
blood in his sight.   R 
 
Affirmation of Faith   Nicene Creed                  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in the one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Gloria Patri  L: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost 

P: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end.  Amen 

 
The Church Proclaims the Word 

Scripture Reading                       Isaiah 60:1-6 - - Ephesians 3:1-12  
 

Anthem    “Welcome to Our World”              C. Rice 
 

The Gospel for the Day                                       Matthew 2:1-12 
Reader: The Word of God for the People of God    
Response:  Thanks be to God 
 

 Message            “Where Is the One who is Wise?”      Pastor Dianne 
 
*Hymn          “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”                 #247 



     



                         
 
 
 
 
 



~~Response to the Word~~ 
Communion Invitation 

  
Confession and Pardon 

L: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, but so often we forsake       
that wisdom and seek the foolishness and temptations of the world. Let us confess 
our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 
P: Almighty God, we turn away from the wisdom of your holy Word and 
instead follow the temptations of the devil, the world and our own sinful 
desires. We sin against you each day in our thoughts, words and actions. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us for the sake of Jesus our Lord. 
L: Christ our Lord, the Child of Bethlehem, was born to save us. He carried our 
sins in his own body to the cross. For his sake and by his command, I announce 
to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the + Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
P: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. His praise endures 
forever! 
 

Prayers of the People                (Each petition ends with the following response) 
L: Jesus, King and Savior,               P: Fill us with the light of your wisdom. 
*Passing of the Peace    
 
Invitation to the Offering  *  Offeratory Music     *  Doxology       p.94 

Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings 
Living God, your radiance shines in the beauty of creation. In Christ your Son, 
you have given the world eternal light that burns brightly in the midst of 
darkness. Like the magi, when you draw us near, we are overwhelmed with joy! 
Lead us by your Spirit to share your warmth and grace with our neighbors. Let 
our lives in this new year be an offering. We pray through Christ, the light of 
the world. Amen.  
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
L:The Lord Be With You               P: And also With you  
L:Lift up your Hearts             P: We lift them up to the Lord 
L:Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
       P:It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
 



Responses:   
1. Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

       2. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
       3. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Communion 
            ~~The Church Goes Forth~~ 

 
*Hymn                                 “We Three Kings”                #254            

 



 
 
Benediction   L: Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?  
P: Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 

the world? 
L: For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 

pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 
P: For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
L: But we preach Christ crucified— 
P: Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
L:  Now to him who is able to strengthen you …to the only wise God be glory 

forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

* “God Be With You”                                     
Postlude 
 

 



 

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what. 
 
 

January 8, 2023 Scripture Passages 
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

Calendar 
Monday, January 9: Thrift Shop Volunteer Meeting at 12:15pm 
Sunday, January 18: Administrative Board meets after worship 

 
Prayers  

Grieving: Family and friends of Glen Guinen  
All affected by weather extremes 

Those facing terminal illness 
Resurregence of COVID 

Healing: Leslie Albee, Bill Alexander, Don, Dave Purdy, Marianne Timmons, Herb 
Bell, John Chatham, Ruth Zeller, Dan and Lil Murphy, Don Howell, Hoang Steven, 

Suzanne Turcotte, Steven 
Continued Prayers: Kenny Souza, Joan Stevens, Pauline Doliber,  

Ruth Crocker, Michael Chatham, Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee 
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