
Welcome to Harwich United Methodist Church 

 
January 8, 2023 

Baptism of the Lord 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

Thoughts for the Week 
 “What would life be if we had no courage to attempt anything?” 

– Vincent Van Gogh 
 

~~Gathering and Welcome~~ 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Prelude 
 

Call to Worship  
L: In the very beginning, God separated the darkness and the light. God called the 
Light "Day" and the Darkness, God called "Night". 
P: We were once people who dwelled in darkness, but God has given us the 
true Light, Jesus Christ. 
L: God has blessed us and adopted us as God’s own beloved children, through the 
sacrament of Baptism. 
P: The water of baptism brings to us healing and reconciliation; it is a symbol 
of nourishment and cleansing. 
L: This day is the day of the remembrance of Jesus’ Baptism. 
P: As we hear the words of his baptism, let us be reminded of our own 
adoption by God and celebrate the joyous connection to the Almighty God. 
 



*Opening Hymn            “When Jesus Came to Jordan”                  

 
 

Opening Prayer:  God of all righteousness, we need the life and grace that you 
alone can give. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Holy Spirit so that 
we may live as your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 



Prayer of Confession: We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. We have entered 
the season in which Your Light has been given to the world, your blessings 
have been poured out on the world, and yet all we can think about is our own 
problems, our own needs, our own desires. Help us to desire you, Lord. Help 
us to yearn for your presence. Pour your baptismal waters over us again, 
cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish and heal us so that we 
may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy, greed, and all negative 
thoughts and behaviors that stand in the way of our truly being the people you 
have called us to be. Again let us receive the blessings offered in creation, in 
the birth and baptism of Jesus, and in the ministry of the saints of light. We 
ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
Assurance of Pardon  
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
As you greet those around you, look at each person and offer these words from 
Isaiah: “You are precious in God’s sight.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm 29                                                      
 (next page) 



 
Scripture Readings                                Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43 
Anthem   “Covenant Prayer”   J. Wesley/Locklear, Seate 
Gospel Reading                                                 Matthew 3:13-17 

Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God 
Response: Thanks be to God 

 

Message                    “And so it begins…”     Pastor Dianne Carpenter    

https://hymnary.org/hymn/UMH/page/761


*Hymn                     “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”                  
Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav’n and home, 

When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is he: 
 

Refrain: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me; 
his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 

I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, 
for His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 

“Let not your heart be troubled,” his tender word I hear, 
and resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears; 

Though by the path he leadeth, but one step I may see;   R 

Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, 
When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, 
I draw the closer to him, from care he sets me free;   R 

 
~~Response to the Word~~ 

 

Invitation to Reaffirm Our Baptismal Covenant                           
We gather today to worship and praise the God of awe and majesty. We come 
to encounter the God who knows us each by name and who walks with us in 
intimate love. We come to reaffirm the blessing we have received through our 
baptism. In baptism, we remember God’s saving actions throughout history, 
and we have the opportunity to answer yes as God whispers our names. As a 
community of God, we gather today at the waters of baptism to reaffirm our 
commitment to Christ and to experience anew the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Pg. 35  
L: Let us join in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments 
P: I believe in God, the Father, the Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
P: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, [who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 



he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.] 
L: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
P: I believe in the Holy Spirit, [the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.] 
Reaffirmation of Faith                                                         pg. 37 
 Response: Amen. 
Reception into the Local Congregation       Hugh Dykens                   pg. 38  
L: As members of the household of God, I commend Hugh Dykens to your love and 
care. Do all in your power to increase his faith, confirm his hope, and perfect him in 
love.   
P: We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you 
in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in 
the congregation of the United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts and our service, that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. 
L: The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you 
and strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit that you may live in grace and 
peace. 
        
Prayers of the People  
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Offertory 
*Doxology 
Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings   
Gracious God, we come today with joy for your baptism; we come with praise 
for your glory; we come with gratitude for your love.  As we offer these gifts 
to you, send your Spirit upon us, that our hands and our hearts may do your 
work in the world.  As we offer our lives to you, bless us with your strength, 
that we may join with you to work for the blessing of peace throughout the 
world. Amen. 
 

 
 
 



~~The Church Goes Forth~~  
 

*Final Hymn           “Lord Be Glorified”                          
In my life Lord, be glorified, be glorified! 

In my life Lord, be glorified, be glorified today. 
 

In our homes, Lord, be glorified, be glorified! 
In our homes, Lord, be glorified, be glorified today. 

 
In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified! 

In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified today. 
 

In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified! 
In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified today. 

 

*Benediction           
“God Be With You”        
Postlude 
 

Liturgist: Hugh Dykens 
Ushers: Juell Buckwold 

 

January 15, 2023: Scripture Passages  
 Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

 

Calendar 
Monday, January 9: Thrift Shop Volunteer Meeting at 12:15pm 
Sunday, January 15:: Administrative Board meets after worship 

Monday, January 16: Annual Martin Luther King Day  
2023 Virtual Breakfast. 8:30 – 10am via ZOOM.  

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: Health Care Perspectives on the Lower and 
Outer Cape (Panel discussion by members of the Health Care Community). 

Please speak with Dave Purdy, 508-430-1422, to register. 
 

Prayers  
Grieving: Family and friends of Glen Guinen  

All affected by weather extremes 
Those facing terminal illness including Donald Turcotte 



Resurgence of COVID 
Healing: Gray Newhouse and family, Dan and Lil Murphy, Leslie Albee, Bill 

Alexander, Don, Marianne Timmons, Herb Bell, John Chatham, Ruth Zeller, Don 
Howell, Hoang Steven, Suzanne Turcotte, Steven 

Continued Prayers: Kenny Souza, Joan Stevens, Pauline Doliber,  
Ruth Crocker, Michael Chatham, Greg Legeyt and Karen Daffinee 

 
1 Church Street   East Harwich, MA 02645 

Church Office: (508) 432-3734 
Email:  HarwichUMC@gmail.com          Website: www.harwichunitedmethodistchurch.org 

Thrift Shop: (508) 432-7322 Pastor Dianne ES Carpenter 
Pastor’s Email: pastordianne@verizon.net          Pastor’s Cell: 774-212-0520 

Marisha Dubiel, Music Director 
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