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August 23, 2026
13™ Sunday After Pentecost

~~Thought for the Week~~

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's character, give
him power. - Abraham Lincoln

~~Gathering & Welcome~~

Sharing Joys and Concerns

Prelude

Call to Worship

L: Inaworld where powerful people make decisions to lift themselves up and
cast others aside, how does God teach us to use our power?

P: God teaches us to protect the vulnerable, resist the oppressors, and
persist in doing good.

L: In aworld where power means might, how does God show us what power
means?

P: God shows us through the midwives' daring, Peter's truth-telling, and
Jesus' humility.

L: Ina world where power is held over people’'s heads, how does God exercise
power?

P: God exercises power: with the oppressed, with the outcasts, with
the poor and downtrodden.



L: Beloved, we gather to recognize our world as it is and to grow as disciples
and imitators of Christ. So, how will you use your power today?

P: We will side with the vulnerable, build community in the margins, and
love all of our neighbors with the exuberant and all-encompassing love

of Christ. Amen.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.

*Opening Hymn "God of Love and God of Power” #578

Morning Prayer

O God, Sustainer of all life and Creator of the universe, you set us aside to
be leaders, so help us see things as they are and not only as they affect
ourselves. Grant that we may have a wise and modest estimate of our own
powers and live in full contact with all things high, true, and good. Teach us
our failings and our faults; give us courage to acknowledge them and, by your
grace, enable us to overcome them. Lift us above the unstable currents of our
self-will and establish us on the rock of your purposes. Be to each of us the
secret stay and the inner guide of our lives. May your Spirit dwell in us more
and more, that your peace which exceeds all understanding may possess our

hearts and minds. Amen.
Adapted from Lawrence Gandiya, Zimbabwe.

Prayer of Confession
While we may yearn to be like Jesus, we know that in our hotheaded choices,
our frantic lives, our impetuous words, we are too often like Peter. But like
him, we can confess Christ as our Lord, speaking of our need for your saving
presence in our lives. We look for you in all the wrong places, God of the
lost, and wonder why we cannot find you.
We wander the corridors of power, while you are on the sidewalks, beside the
homeless. We sit at the head tables of the world, while you are handing out
soup to the hungry at the kitchen's backdoor. We applaud those who win the
race, while you are cheering on those in last place.
In forgiving us, God of new life, you would transform our cold hearts
into those melted in service to others. In granting us mercy,
you challenge us to think of all those we have ignored. In gifting us with
grace, you enable us to proclaim Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,
as the hope, the joy, the peace the world seeks. Written by Thom Shuman

Silent prayers of confession
Passing the Peace



Responsorial Psalm Psalm 124 #846

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~

Scripture Readings Exodus 1:8-2:10 Romans 12:1-8

Gospel Lesson Matthew 16: 13-20
L: The Word of God for the People of God.
P: Thanks be to God.

Message “Perspectives on Power" Pastor Dianne
*Hymn “6reat Is the Lord" #2022

~~Response to the Word~~
*Affirmation from I Corinthians 15 and Colossians I #888

Prayers of the People
The Lord's Prayer

Offertory & Offering
*Doxology "Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow" #94

*Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings

Faithful God, you reveal true power not through fear or force, but through
love that gives life and builds community. You call us to know who we are
because we know whose we are—your people, shaped by Christ and sent for
the sake of the world. Receive these gifts as signs of our trust in your way of
life over the ways of death, of courage over control, of welcome over
exclusion. Use what we offer to strengthen your church as a living witness to
your grace, that through our sharing and our serving, others may discover the
identity of Christ and the hope found in him. Amen.

~~The Church Goes Forth~~

*Hymn "A Charge to Keep I Have" #413
*Benediction

*Parting Hymn “"God Be With You till We Meet Again” #672
Postlude

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what.


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=70&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=69&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=69&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading

Liturgist: Mary Dulemba
Ushers: Rose Higgins & Carl Johnson
Fellowship Time: Marietta Maloney

Scripture for Auqust 30, 2026
Exod 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Rom 12:9-21; Matt 16:21-28

Calendar

Wed Sept 2 United Methodist Women's Group Meeting 1pm

Sun Sept 13 Choir Resumes 9am

Sun Sept 13 A Celebration of Life for the Rev. Dr. Thomas (Thom) Gallen 3pm
Sun Sept 20  Administrative Council Meeting 11:15am

Announcements
- Please see Becky Di Gesu to purchase Shaw's Gift Cards.
- We are in need of a host for our fellowship time on Sunday August 30.

Grieving Family & friends of Rev. Dr. Thomas J. Gallen

Prayers
Joan Felahi, Don Gould, Dan & Lil Murphy, Ruth Zeller, Jim Mulligan & Mary Dulemba,

Roger & Gerry Di Gesu, Dianna Keening (re: Carolyn Dickinson), Kathleen Sullivan (re:
Carolyn Dickinson), Robert, Gail & Stanley (re: Carl Johnson)

People and Places being affected by the fires.

People around the world caught in war & unrest.
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Pastor's Email: pastordianne@verizon.net Pastor's Cell: 774-212-0520
Marisha Dubiel, Music Director
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A Celebration of Life for the Rev. Dr. Thomas (Thom) Gallen who died on August
5th will be held on Sunday, September 13, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. at Pear| Street UMC
415 Pearl| Street, Brockton, MA 02301

In keeping with Thom's wishes, those attending in person are invited to wear
bright, joyful clothing.

For those joining remotely, the service will be available on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89745092589?pwd=HvabxTiegpWPiGITQoi78 0KG700
wh5.1
Meeting ID: 897 4509 2589 Passcode: 570128



https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!xbTOIqzDsItaTIVqYUL39oOoHAfTuGwPDqC7ZGIyrR7uyYHQVsQ7OpPNB1f3VLj-g
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