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17™ Sunday After Pentecost
~~Thought for the Week~~

"Paying good wages is not charity at all — it is the best kind of business."
- Henry Ford, 1922

"There is nothing but a lack of social vision to prevent us from paying an adequate
wage to every American citizen whether he be a hospital worker, laundry worker,
maid or day laborer." - MLK, Jr

~~Gathering & Welcome~~

Sharing Joys and Concerns

Prelude

Call to Worship

L: In times of busyness and stress when we feel surrounded by challenges on all
sides...

P: We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of
the gospel.

L: In times of joy and rest when we feel the goodness of God's provision and
abundance deep in our bones...

P: We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of
the gospel.

L: In times of conflict and distress when we feel just how hard it is to live in
unity tfogether...

P: We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of



the gospel.
L: Disciples of Christ, come, let us worship God who empowers us to press on...
P: As we learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of the

gospel.
Weritten by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2026.

*Opening Hymn “"Morning Has Broken” #145

Morning Prayer

Mighty God, we enter your presence with thanksgiving and hope. You have
formed us as your people. You join us on the journey of life through valleys,
upon mountains, and on the plains. We set our attention and seek your wisdom,
encouragement, and grace. Reveal your will and display your glory among your

people as we worship your holy name. Amen.
by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay

Prayer of Confession

L: We continue to believe that we must earn our way into God's heart.

But God's grace is given to each of us, for all of us, freely, unconditionally,
always. Let us open our lives to this mercy as we pray, saying,

P: It seems we cannot decide, Cloud of Glory. We say we will live to serve
others, but end up meeting only our needs. We claim to live in a way
that honors Christ, but we do not take him to work, school, home. We
believe that the gospel can transform lives, (at least, for those who
need it - not us). Forgive us, Presence of Peace. Instead of
grumblers, may we be ambassadors of grace. Instead of continual
complaining, may we carry compassion to the hurting. Instead of
whiners, may we be workers with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to
reach out and bring the kingdom of God to everyone we meet.

Silent Reflection

Assurance of Pardon

L: This is the good news: there is no ranking in God's kingdom. God graces
everyone with the same gifts: mercy, restoration, new life.

P: God has kept the covenant. We have been forgiven, we have been made

new people. Thanks be to God. Amen.
Weritten by Thom Shuman, from Lectionary Liturgies

Passing the Peace

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 78 #799


http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

~~The Church Proclaims the Word~~

Scripture Readings Exodus 16:2-25 Philippians 1:21-30
Anthem "60 Down, Moses" Spiritual
Gospel Lesson Matthew 20:1-16

L: The Word of 6od for the People of God.
P: Thanks be to God.

Message “An Extravagant God” Pastor Dianne

*Hymn “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” #2036

~~Response to the Word~~

*Affirmation from 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 1:15; 3:16 #889

Prayers of the People
The Lord's Prayer

Offertory & Offering
*Doxology “Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow"” #94

*Prayer for the Giving of our Tithes and Offerings

Steadfast God, for us to live is Christ. In every season, you hold us, and in
every struggle, you knit us together as one body. Receive these gifts as signs
that we choose to stand firm, striving side by side, living as citizens of your
kin-dom. Use what we offer to encourage the weary, strengthen your church,
and bear witness that love is stronger than fear. Shape our common life to be
worthy of the gospel, until our unity itself proclaims your grace. Amen.

~~The Church Goes Forth~~

*Hymn "You Are the Seed"” #583
*Benediction

*Parting Hymn “"God Be With You till We Meet Again” #672
Postlude

You are welcome here. No matter who you are. No matter what.



Liturgist: Mary Dulemba
Ushers: Becky & Kevin Di Gesu
Fellowship Time: Leslie & John Albee

Scripture for September 27, 2026
Exod 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Acts 3:1-19; Matt 21:23-32

Calendar

Today Administrative Council Meeting 11:15am
Wed Sept 23 Church office closed

Thur Sept 24 Church Potluck Dinner 5pm

Announcements

- Please see Becky Di Gesu to purchase Shaw's or Stop & Shop Gift Cards.

- We will be having a monthly potluck dinner starting in September. They will
be held on the 3" or 4™ Thursday of the month. Please find the sighup
sheet in fellowship hall.

Grieving Family & Friends of Allin Thompson

Prayers
Joan Felahi, Don Gould, Dan & Lil Murphy, Joy & Dave (re: Murphy's) Ruth

Zeller, Karen Daffinee, Carlton Daffinee Jr., Jim Mulligan & Mary Dulemba,
Roger & Gerry Di Gesu, Kathleen Sullivan (re: Carolyn Dickinson), Family in
Acton, MA Larry Johnson (re: Purdy's). Chrissie Gleason(re: Rose Higgins):
Laurie Bonin; Bob (re: Jan Freeman); Bill Bly & Maryanne Timmins; Kathie (re:
Mary Dulemba)

People of Nepal affected by the Mudslides.

People around the world caught in war & unrest.
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